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Important Membership Notes 
     A reminder to all members that you are responsible for keeping your own information up to date on the Website's Membership 
Directory.  I add the information to the Directory only when you initially join the Association.  If, on your original application, you 
did not check the box indicating that release of your information for the Directory was authorized, only your name and email address 
is entered.  (The email address has to be part of the Directory so that our website vendor can send out announcements, etc.)  If you 
need help remembering your username/password or have any further questions, please contact me.    
     Also, when I make mailing labels for the few times a year that we send hardcopy flyers out, I use the address information that is 
on the CAARS database.  I update the database with any changes you make to the Directory or that you submit with your renewal.  If 
your home address is on the database and you don't want your agency name to appear, let me know so that I can remove it.  
    - Kevin Cassidy, Membership Chair 

General Info:   ca2rs@ca2rs.com 
CA2RS Chairperson: Kent Boots 
 chairperson@ca2rs.com 
Membership:   Kevin Cassidy  
 membership@ca2rs.com 
 (408) 277-4654 
Treasurer: Karen Haverkamp 
 (951) 353-7980 
 treasurer@ca2rs.com 
ACTAR Rep: Rudy Degger 
 actar@ca2rs.com 
 (916) 782-4654 
Newsletter Editor: Jennifer Colunga 
 editor@ca2rs.com 

We are excited that we have begun 
negotiating with Collision Magazine and the 
Accident Reconstruction Journal / Accident 
Investigation Quarterly to be able to offer 
these publications at a discounted rate to our 
membership.  Look for more information to 
come via e-mail.  You will mot likely 
receive an order form along with your 
membership renewal.  This form will 
contain the pricing information. 

We are pleased to announce the 2007 Fall 
Conference, “CAARS Toolbox a 
Reconstruction Grab Bag.”  We took your 
suggestions for topics from last year’s 
conference evaluations.  This year’s 
conference is going to be a multi-topic 
conference.  We hope to have some type 
of crash testing most likely before the 

conference, as in years past.  We are looking at October 
18-20 for the conference with the ACTAR Prep Class 
being beforehand as well as the ACTAR exam.  Keep 
checking the Events portion of the website, and as plans 
progress we will keep you informed.    

New Membership Benefits! In This Issue 

Your Input In Action 
Contact Information 



Schedule of  
Accreditation Examinations 

WWW.ACTAR.ORG 
 

 
 
DATE: Monday April 16, 2007 
LOCATION: Golden Colorado 
SPONSOR: CSP 
CUTOFF DATE: March 16, 2007 
COMMENTS: 
 
DATE: Sunday April 22, 2007 
LOCATION: Jacksonville Florida 
SPONSOR: ACTAR 
CUTOFF DATE: March 22, 2007 
COMMENTS:  Held before IPTM Special Problems 
 
DATE: Saturday May 19, 2007 
LOCATION: St. Paul Minnesota 
SPONSOR: MwATAI 
CUTOFF DATE: April 19, 2007 
COMMENTS: Held after MwATAI Annual Conference  
 
DATE: Sunday July 15, 2007 
LOCATION: Phoenix Arizona 
SPONSOR: SATAI 
CUTOFF DATE: June 15, 2007 
COMMENTS: Held before SATAI Annual Conference  
 
DATE: Tuesday October 23, 2007 
LOCATION: Binghampton, New York 
SPONSOR: NYSTARS 
CUTOFF DATE: September 23, 2007 
COMMENTS:  Held before NAPARS/NATARI/NYSTARS/
NJAARS/MdATAI  Joint Conference 

This was single vehicle collision in the city of 
Riverside that I investigated a few months 
ago.  The car left "centrifugal" tire friction marks on 
the roadway before colliding with a good-sized 
palm tree.  I measured a 50 foot chord with a mid-
ordinate measurement between 0.2 and 0.25 feet 
(avg speed around 120 mph). Luckily the collision 
occurred around 4am and there were no other 
vehicles on the road, one of Riverside's busiest 
during daytime hours. 
- Submitted by CA2RS member Greg Matthews 

Here is a calculation using Greg’s information.  Did 
you know that as a CA2RS member, you can conduct 
calculations like these on the CA2RS Website?  Go to 
the members only section and select “Online 
Calculations.”  Have fun! 



 Among the goodies found in the 26 appendices are sample 
consulting agreements, model CVs and fee schedules.  There 
are directories of referral organizations plus the names, 
addresses, phone numbers and Web addresses of all the state 
bar associations. 
 
 This hardbound book of 626 pages teaches you such things as 
how to best connect with and persuade a jury, how to market 
yourself professionally and cost-effectively. 
 
 It helps you with testifying skill and how to handle abuse by 
attorneys.  It explains how to bulletproof your CV and written 
reports. 
 
 Each of the 24 chapters has a Conclusion and if you are in a 
hurry, read just the conclusions… Then if you find something 
pertinent to your situation, you can read more about it in detail. 
 
 But I found a great deal of interesting material especially 
valuable to those just getting into expert testifying.  For 
instance, in the chapter on Qualifications, it explains who is 
qualified and who is not and cites case law. 
 
 There was the mechanical engineer – in Example 6.14 – who 
was found not qualified to testify as an accident 
reconstructionist because he didn’t have any training or 
experience in the field.  Or – Example 6.28 – an engineer found 
not qualified due to a delayed visit to an accident scene. 
 
 There is a chapter titled “Bulletproofing an Expert’s Report” 
that contains several examples of things NOT to put in a report.  
The authors remind readers: “Wise experts do not draw legal 
conclusions (for example, ‘The plaintiff was guilty of 
contributory negligence’).  [That sentence provoked defense 
counsel to ask], ‘Can you please explain to the jury the four 
elements of negligence, Mr. Harding?’” 
 
 [I believe the authors are referring to (1) duty, (2) breach of 
duty, (3) causation, and (4) damages, but don’t quote me.] 
 
 There is a great chapter on “Methodology.”  It contains 
citations of well over one hundred cases where expert 
testimony was admissible or inadmissible.  Those cases 

(Continued on page 4) 

Steven, Ellen, Alex and Karen Babitsky.  It’s quite possible 
those names don’t ring an immediate bell, but because of them 
we have a company known as SEAK, named, obviously, after 
those family members.  Steve is the SEAK patriarch, Alex 
manages their product line and Karen is the marketing director. 
 
 One of SEAK’s features is what they call a National 
Directory of Expert Witnesses, a “proven way to generate 
new expert witness referrals.”  It is not, however, what I would 
call the world’s largest directory of experts, at least not as far 
as accident reconstructionists go.  I searched their database for 
Accident Reconstruction Experts in All States and found only 
28 – and none in Indiana. 
 
 But what they market and publish are books. 
 
 Steven Babitsky has been an attorney since he was admitted to 
the Bar in 1972, so he has had a long time to deal with and  
depose experts.  And that prompted him to write books.  A lot 
of books. 
 
 Babitsky has written or co-written many texts 
(http://www.seak.com/webstore/default.asp) with such titles as: 
 
 How to Become a Dangerous Expert Witness – Advanced 
Techniques and Strategies 
 
 Cross-Examination – The Comprehensive Guide For Experts 
 
 National Guide to Expert Witness Fees and Billing Procedures 
– The Definitive Guide to Expert Witness Fees 
 
 How to Excel During Depositions – Techniques for Experts 
That Work 
 
 But the one I thought you might be most interested in is his 
latest: The A – Z Guide to Expert Witnessing by Steven 
Babitsky, James Mangraviti, Jr. and Alex Babitsky. 
 
 Don’t ask me why (because I don’t know), but when I first 
received the book I started reading at the back.  For those of 
you who have done accident reconstruction and testified at 
trials and depositions for years or if you are just starting out in 
this challenging field, you may also wish to start reading the 
book from the back. 

Another Book Review from the desk of 
Joseph E. Badger, Bloomington, Indiana 



involving accident reconstructionists, 
engineers, biomechanics, and doctors – 
where testimony was excluded, barred or 
disallowed – make interesting reading.  
 
 Mr. Babitsky wins my prize for the 
World’s Best Politically-Correct 
Expression.  In Chapter 14, “Direct 
Examination,” he discusses juries thus:  
“When preparing his responses, the expert 
should keep in mind that he will be 
attempting to persuade a jury of lay 

people, many of whom may be scientifically 
unsophisticated.”  [Emphasis mine.] 
 
 If you have been cross-examined dozens of times, you may 
already aware of much of the information in Chapter 15, but 
if you are relatively new to the industry, study “Cross 
Examination” well before you spend much time on the 
witness stand. 
 
 Chapter 19, “Fees, Billing, and Collections” is mandatory 
reading for anyone who has been stiffed by a client or made 
to jump through hoops in order to get paid. 
 
 And if you feel that you have ever been “abused” when 
giving a deposition, read the section in Chapter 24 about the 
attorney who was disbarred after being obnoxious to an 
expert witness. 
 
 I asked Mr. Babitsky if he could give only one piece of 
advice to an expert what would it be?  He said, “Develop and 
stick to a protocol that you use in all of your forensic expert 
witness work.  This will help you to do quality work and not 
miss crucial aspects of the case.” 

 What major pitfall should experts avoid?  He said, “Trying 
to please the current client by telling him what he wants to 
hear despite evidence to the contrary.” 
 
 If you are pressed for time and can read only one chapter, 
Babitsky recommends Chapter 18, “Marketing an Expert 
Witness Practice.”  It gives you a lot of dos and don’ts when 
it comes to advertising your business. 
 
 The A – Z Guide to Expert Witnessing is available by phone, 
fax or Website.  The price is $135 plus $9 shipping.  You can 
order by phone by calling 508.457.1111 or go to 
http://www.seak.com/ and click on Webstore. 
 
 Questions?  You may write to them at SEAK, Inc., P.O. Box 
729, Falmouth, MA 02541 or inquire by e-mail: 
Mail@seak.com.  If you would like to contact the author 
personally, use his e-mail address: sbabitsky@aol.com. 
 
  
  
 
 (About the reviewer:  Joseph E. 
Badger is an internationally known 
accident reconstructionist who has 
had over 100 articles published in 
such periodicals as Law and Order 
magazine, Accident Reconstruction 
Journal, Accident Investigation 
Quarterly, and others.  Having 
retired after 20 years with the 
Indiana State Police, Mr. Badger 
resides in Bloomington, Indiana.)  

Left photo:  Ghost Rider movie, starring Nicholas 
Cage 

Right photo:  “Ghost Rider” officer in Las Vegas, 
NV.   Contributor:  Jennifer Colunga 



 

his is my first opportunity to address the 
membership as the newly elected Chairperson.  As most 
of you know I’m no stranger to the board of directors.  
I’ve been on the board of directors since October of 2001 
and served as the Vice-Chair for the past four years.  I’ve 
had the great pleasure of serving on the board with 
outgoing board members Gordon Gray, Jim Holder, and 
Karen Haverkamp.  Gordon and Jim will be missed, and I 
hope our paths cross from time to time at CAARS training 
events.  I know what you’re thinking… what about 
Karen?  Well Karen won’t be missed, because she’s not 
going anywhere; keep reading for the details.  I look 
forward to working with newly elected board members 
Paul Arnold and Dave Willat. 
 Well, you may be wondering who the CA2RS Vice-
Chair is now that I’m the Chairperson.  The Chairperson 
and Vice-Chair are elected in opposite years so I still had 
one year left on my term as Vice-Chair.  I have appointed 
board member Joel Salinas to fill my vacancy as Vice-
Chair.  Joel had one year remaining on his term as a board 
member at large so this also left a vacancy.  I appointed 
Paul Wade (O.C.S.D.) to fill this vacancy for the 
remaining year. 
 Unfortunately I had to accept Tami Tavarez’s 
resignation from the CA2RS board of directors.  Tami has 
been a CA2RS member since February of 2000 and was 
elected to the board at the 2005 fall conference.  Tami 
accepted a position at L.A.P.D. outside of traffic and 
didn’t feel that she would be able to devote enough time 
to the organization.  Karen Haverkamp was going to stay 
on as treasurer even though she did not seek re-election to 
the board of directors.  Karen has agreed to serve the 
remainder of Tami’s term on the board after a little “arm 
twisting”, so I have appointed Karen to fill this vacancy.  
Thank you very much Karen! 
 In addition to being on the board of directors, Jim 
Holder has also been our newsletter editor for the past two 
years.  So the next time you see Jim make sure you thank 
him for his dedicated service to the organization.  We are, 
however, very fortunate to have Jennifer Colunga 
involved in the organization once again.  Some of you 
may remember Jennifer back when she was the CAARS 
administrative assistant.  She also was the newsletter 

editor and has agreed to take on that task once again.  If 
you would like to make a contribution to the newsletter or 
have any suggestions for content, please contact Jennifer 
via e-mail at editor@ca2rs.com. 
 Training: Our first quarter training has come and 
gone; see Joel’s article for more details.  Next up is the 
2007 Cruise.  This year Rudy Degger will be doing our 
training on projectile motion.  If you’re attending the 
training make sure you bring your calculator.  
Unfortunately, the deadline for submitting paperwork has 
already passed, so if you missed it you’ll have to wait 
until next year.  This has turned into an event that I look 
forward to.  It’s a very relaxing weekend and I get to fit 
some training in. 
 For our second quarter training we will be bringing 
Mick Capman in to give us an update on Forensic 
Mapping.  This was a highly requested topic at the fall 
conference.  This training will most likely take place the 
week of May 21st, both for Northern and Southern 
California. 
 We will be starting to plan for the 2007 fall 
conference at our next board meeting, which most likely 
will have taken place by the time you read this. 
 Some of you may remember getting an e-mail 
announcing training sponsored by the Washington 
Association of Technical Accident Investigators 
(WATAI).  Ron Sanders, their president, and I have 
established a reciprocal agreement between our 
organizations.  WATAI members will now be able to 
attend CA2RS quarterly training at no charge and our fall 
conferences at the CA2RS member price.  In return 
CA2RS members will be allowed to attend WATAI 
conferences for free and will receive the WATAI member 
discount on any WATAI sponsored training.  We will do 
our best to keep you informed on their training sessions, 
but feel free to visit their web site at 
www.accidentreconstruction.com/watai 
 If there’s ever anything that I or any of the other 
board members can do to improve your organization, 
please don’t hesitate to let us know. 
 That’s all for now, 

 Kent  

Kent E. Boots 
Chair 

Joel Salinas 
Vice-Chair 

Karen  
Haverkamp 

Director, Treas. 

Chris  
Kauderer 
Director 

Paul Arnold 
Director 

Dave Willat 
Director 

Rudy Degger 
ACTAR  
Liaison 

Kevin Cassidy 
Membership 

Chair 

Paul Wade 
Director 

T 



All training is from 0800—1700 hours unless otherwise specified. 

TRAINING 

3-day Baja Mexico Cruise 4/13/07-4/16/07.  
2007 Special Cruise Training:  Projectile 
Motion.   Earn ACTAR Credits!  Everyone 
welcome; training is for members only.  As 
of January 2007, everyone must have a 
passport.  Registration for the cruise is now 
closed.  For more information contact Karen 
Haverkamp (951) 353-7980 or e-mail: 
khaver@riversideca.gov.   

4/13/07—4/16/07 CA2RS 2007 Weekend in “Paradise”  - 
Long Beach Training Cruise 

Projectile Motion  
by Rudy Degger 

Registration 
Closed. 

5/22 
Tuesday 

Northern California 
TBA 

Forensic Mapping Revisited  
by Mick Capman 

Chris Kauderer 
chris@rudydegger.com 

5/23 Riverside PD—Magnolia Station,  
10540 Magnolia Ave.  

Riverside, CA 

Forensic Mapping Revisited 
By Mick Capman 

Paul Arnold 
pjmotor12@yahoo.com 

7/07 Santa Rosa Junior College  
Public Safety Training Center  

5743 Skylane Blvd., Windsor, CA  95492 

Vehicle Damage  
Documentation & Crush  
Measurement Protocol 

Dave Willat 
dwillat@aol.com 

8/07 Southern California 
TBA 

Vehicle Damage  
Documentation & Crush  
Measurement Protocol 

TBA 

October 18-20 Southern California 
TBA 

Fall Conference 
CAARS Toolbox— 

A Reconstruction Grab-Bag 

Registration will become 
available online. 

Training  
Dates 

Location Topic RSVP 

RSVP COURTESY REMINDERS 
 
We only create as many handouts as the number of 
RSVPs we receive for training.  If you do not RSVP for 
an event, you may not receive essential information that 
is handed out to members.   
 
Similarly, if you RSVP and then do not attend, CA2RS 
suffers the unnecessary expense for handout materials 
and snacks that go to waste.   
 
To ensure that all members receive adequate 
information, and to ensure that CA2RS can afford to 
keep membership fees low, please RSVP if you intend 
to come to an event.  In the circumstance that you RSVP 
and then cannot attend, please grant us the courtesy of a 
phone call or e-mail so we can plan appropriately and 
not waste our precious resources.   
 
Kent  



Our first quarter training has come and gone.  
Our own chairperson, Kent Boots, instructed 
members and guests during the one-day 
training, "Crash Data Retrieval System 
Technician Course."   Kent is certified by the 
Vetronix Corporation to train and certify CDR 
System Technicians.  The course consisted of a 
very detailed presentation on what the CDR 
system is, and the process for collecting and 
preserving the crash data from the air bag 
control module.   The air bag control module is 
the vehicle's "computer" responsible for 
controlling various vehicle safety systems such 
as seatbelt pre-tensioners and airbags.   
 
Collision investigators were able to gain 
valuable insight to how the CDR system is 
used and how the method used to collect and 
preserve crash data is important to the data 
analyst. 
 
This class did not specifically address the 
different types of data that might be obtained 
during a download.  The recorded data depends 
on vehicle year, make, and model and is 
covered in great detail in the four-day CDR 
System Analyst course.  Analyzing the 
collected data is more involved, and can be 
learned in a separate 4-day course.   See The 
ARC Network website for more information.  
www.accidentreconstruction.com/research/edr 
displays course information as well as other 
relative links. 
 
There is a NHTSA (National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration) EDR final rule – part 
563 that addresses the event data recorder 
(EDR) portion of the airbag control module 
(ACM).  It is part of Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) 49, and not a Federal Motor 

Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS).  The 
primary purpose of this ruling is to ensure that 
EDRs record crash data.  There is a legal 
requirement that all vehicle manufacturers 
equip their vehicles with EDRs by September 
1st, 2010 (model year 2011).  There is also a 
legal requirement that the manufacturers 
provide commercial availability of the tools for 
crash investigators to retrieve the data. 
Part of the final exam for our training involved 
downloading various Ford and GM airbag 
control modules.   And no it is not a Black 
Box! 
 
Everyone that attended CA2RS training 
received a certificate of completion .  We had a 
total of 56 attendees; 20 from northern 
California and 36 from southern California.  
This popular training topic helped boost our 
membership this quarter.   We had 19 new 
members join between the two CA2RS training 
events.   Current members, and even guests 
who decided to join CA2RS for only $50 at a 
training event were able to reap the benefits of 
this training at quite a bargain.    This 
certification training is typically offered at any 
other venue for $150. 
 
I received many positive comments regarding 
both training sessions. This was some very 
useful training.   Good job Kent!  I can speak 
for my officers that attended, they've been busy 
applying what they learned.  They've 
performed three downloads already. 
 
See you at the next CA2RS training!  
 

  Joel Salinas 

CDR TECHNICIAN TRAINING USING THE VETRONIX SYSTEM. 



Jennifer Colunga is the current editor for the CA2RS Newsletter.  She was an integral part of the CA2RS 
Organization from 1998 through 2004 while working for Rudy Degger & Associates, Inc.  Jennifer resides 
in the East Bay Area and looks forward to working with the CA2RS membership and the ARC Network 
again.  For questions, comments and/or newsletter contributions, please contact Jennifer at 
editor@ca2rs.com.     

Briefed Meeting Minutes 
CAARS Board Meeting on January 13, 2007 

Hawthorne Suites, Sacramento, CA 
 

 CALL TO ORDER 
 Present: 

Voting members – Kent E. Boots, Joel Salinas, Paul Arnold “P.J.”, Karen Haverkamp, Chris 
Kauderer, Paul Wade, Dave Willat 
Non-Voting members: Jennifer Colunga 

 Note: italicized names were appointed as the first order of business 
Absent:  
Voting members – Tami Tavarez 
Non-Voting members: Kevin Cassidy, Rudy Degger 

Board vacancies: Joel appointed to Vice-Chair position, Paul Wade appointed to board member 
position, accepted resignation of board member Tami Tavarez & appointed Karen Haverkamp 
to fill vacant position, Jennifer Colunga appointed to newsletter editor 

OLD BUSINESS 
Motion to have the November 17, 2006  general membership meeting minutes and board mem-
ber meeting minutes approved as written; motion carried unanimously 
Discussion on meeting and email procedures/ newsletter deadlines, content, and style/quarterly 

training time period/scheduling 
2006 Fall Conference wrap up 
Discussion on Policy and Procedures Manual 
Training coordinator discussion 
2007 Cruise 

OFFICER REPORTS 
- Chair person/ Vice-Chairperson report by Kent 
- Treasurer’s Report by Karen 
- Membership report by Kevin Cassidy – Read for record by Kent Boots 

NEW BUSINESS 
 2007 Training topics 
  Quarterly training. 

Motion to have CDR Technician training be the first quarter training, compensation, and 
travel expenses; motion carried unanimously 

  2nd quarter will be forensic mapping with  Mick Capman 
  Discussion on options & presenters for 3rd quarter training 

Discussion of dates for 2nd quarter training 
Discussion on Collision Magazine and AR Journal & Quarterly 

 Discussion of calendar dates for next board meeting 
Discussion of Host/coordinators for 2007 quarterly training sessions 

 
 Motion to adjourn the meeting; motion carries unanimously 


