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Chair Vice-Chair Director Director Director Director Director

3rd Quarter Training: The 3rd quarter training, Vehicle Factors for Crash Reconstruction, was a well-
attended session at both training locations.  Special thanks are in order to CA2RS member, Brett Nelson, who 
made arrangements for Santa Ana PD to host the Southern California training session.  If  you were unable to 
attend the training, take a look at the review on page 8.

2008 Conference: This year’s conference, CA2RS 10th Anniversary & SOAR’s 25th Anniversary, is just 
around the corner.  The conference will be at the Sacramento Arden West Hilton (2200 Harvard St., 
Sacramento) October 16th through the 18th.  We have some outstanding topics and speakers lined up.  Take a 
look at the tentative conference schedule on page 6.  It’s not too late to sign up for the conference.  There is 
more information available on the CA2RS website and registration must be made at www.regonline.com/
caars2008.
 Congratulations to the Following CA2RS members who won the free conference registrations in our 
drawing: Kevin Corvin - Milpitas PD, Michael Mahoney - Traffic Collision Consultants, Terry Morris - Terrill 
Morris & Associates, Michael Oliveira, and Dale Stephens - Pacific Accident Reconstruction.  Each of you 
should have received your notification by now.  If you have not, please contact me via e-mail at 
chairperson@ca2rs.com or telephone at 916-770-9475 and I will provide you with the necessary registration 
information.
 I look forward to seeing everyone at the conference next month.  

Elections: There are three Board of  Directors positions up for election this year; my position of Chairperson, 
and board members Dave Willat and Paul Arnold.  Chris Kauderer is overseeing the election this year, per the 
bylaws, since I’ve been nominated and decided to seek reelection.  To find out whose “in the running” take a 
look at the candidate statements on pages 3-5.

The Future: The board has begun discussing training topics to complete next year’s training calendar.  If  you 
have any ideas for topics or speakers, or you yourself  would like to present a topic please don’t hesitate to let 
Joel Salinas, our training coordinator, know  via e-mail at training@ca2rs.com.  We are always looking for 
training locations in both Northern and Southern California.  If you would like to host a quarterly training please 
let Joel know.

Some of you may be familiar with Yahoo Groups as members of  INCR or the CDR Toolgroup.  We are 
considering establishing a CA2RS user’s group similar to these groups.  This will allow  members to send a 
single e-mail that will go to all members on the group.  This would facilitate the sharing of information and 
resources amongst our membership.  We would also be able to have a file storage area for crash test data, 
report forms, etc.  Keep an eye out for information on this when it becomes available.

As always, if there is ever anything that I or any of the other board members can do to improve your 
organization, please don’t hesitate to let us know.
 That’s all for now,

Kent

http://www.regonline.com/caars2008
http://www.regonline.com/caars2008
http://www.regonline.com/caars2008
http://www.regonline.com/caars2008
mailto:chairperson@ca2rs.com
mailto:chairperson@ca2rs.com
mailto:training@ca2rs.com
mailto:training@ca2rs.com
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David Heinbaugh
San Ramon PD
Nominated for 
Director at Large

   My name is Officer David Heinbaugh, and I am 
currently employed with the San Ramon P.D. Up until 
July 1st of 2007, I was employed as a deputy sheriff, 
with the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Office for 17+ 
years.
   During the last 13 of those years, I was assigned to the 
City of San Ramon, when it was a contract city of the 
sheriff’s office. In 1996, I was assigned to the traffic 
division. During these 12 years, I have completed 
almost every traffic collision course offered, and in 
November of 2006, I finally got the nerve to take the 
ACTAR test. Somehow I passed the test, and made the 
decision that I will continue in the field of accident 
reconstruction privately when I retire in 4 to 5 years. I 
am currently a member of NATARI, the ARC Network 
and of the PSFM (Professional Society of Forensic 
Mapping).
   I firmly believe that to be successful in the field of 
accident reconstruction, one must stay as current as you 
can in this ever changing discipline. I also believe that 
organizations like CAARS are the best way to stay 
current in your training, and allow you to network with 
other professionals in the field. I joined CAARS in 1997, 
and have attended almost every training session, 
conference and one occasion, a cruise, during this time. 
Each year that I have been a member, the organization 
has gotten better and better. I think it is time for me to 
do my part for the organization by getting involved 
and making it even better. I look forward to serving on 
the Board of Directors if I am elected.
    Thank you, 
    David Heinbaugh

Kent E. Boots
Nominated for 
Chairperson

Earlier this year you may have read 
Kevin’s “history lesson” about the 
organization.  I have been a CA2RS member 
for just over nine of our ten years of existence 
as an organization.  During that time I have 
seen our organization grow and seen many 
positive changes.  I have served a total of 
seven years on the board; one year as a 
director-at-large, four years as Vice-Chair, and 
have served the last two years as Chairperson. 

The CA2RS Board of Directors is made 
up of seven individuals that each bring 
something unique to the organization, but we 
work as a team toward our common goals: to 
provide quality training and resources to our 
members and strive towards growth.

It is my wish to continue working as 
part of the team for the betterment of the 
organization in helping to achieve these goals.  
I ask for your support in the upcoming 
election.

Kent Boots

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NOMINEES
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Sean Shimada
Biomechanical 
Consultants of CA
Nominated for 
Director at Large

I first want to express my appreciation for the 
opportunity to be nominated as one of the 
potential candidates for the CAARS Board of 
Directors position.  I have been associated with 
CAARS for several years in the capacity as a 
member, as well as a speaker for the regional 
training and annual conferences.  My goal as a 
Director would be to assist in creating a more 
diverse membership pool and to provide a 
different perspective on our training conferences.  
More specifically, I would like to provide my 
experiences as a forensic biomechanist and 
business owner in order to recruit other 
associated disciplines such as medical doctors, 
chiropractors, biomechanists, and biomedical 
engineers to the CAARS membership.  
Furthermore, I would like to provide our traffic 
collision reconstructionist members an 
opportunity to explore in greater detail the 
benefit of collaborative analyses when working 
with the medical and biomedical experts.  It is 
my belief that reconstructing an accident by 
working together, from the view of different 
disciplines, only increases the strength of the final 
analysis and outcome.  Therefore, with my 
experiences from academia, forensic consulting, 
and providing expert witness testimony, I believe 
that I can be an asset to the CAARS Board of 
Directors.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Sean D. Shimada, Ph.D.
President, Biomechanical Consultants of CA

!

Russell A. Townsley, Jr.
Deputy Sheriff
Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department
Nominated for 
Director at Large

Deputy Townsley is a eighteen-year law enforcement 
officer, currently employed by the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department. Deputy Townsley is 
currently assigned to the Traffic Service Detail. 
 As a member of the Traffic Collision Response 
Team, he is called out to assist Deputy Sheriff 
personnel in the investigation of complex traffic 
collision investigations. 
 Deputy Townsley also teaches at the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department for the P.O.S.T. 
approved Basic Traffic Collision Investigation course 
and the P.O.S.T. approved Drug and Alcohol 
Recognition Training (D.A.R.T.) course. Deputy 
Townsley is a Drug Recognition Expert and a Drug 
Recognition Expert Instructor. 
 Deputy Townsley has successfully competed 
the following P.O.S.T. approved Collision 
investigation classes: 
•Basic Traffic Collision Investigation 
•Intermediate Traffic Collision Investigation (Skid 
mark Identification) 
•Advanced Traffic Collision Investigation 
•Reconstruction of Traffic Collisions 
•Auto/Ped/Bicycle Reconstruction Investigation 
•Human Factor 
•Vehicle Fires as a result of Collisions 
•Vehicle Inspections 
 If elected as a Board member for C.A.A.R.S., I 
promise to make myself available to all our members. 
I have experience in scheduling and setting up 
training by other agencies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Russell A. Townsley Jr. 

Deputy Sheriff 

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department 
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Calendar of Events

Date Location Topic RSVP

Oct 14, 2008 Sacramento, CA
CAARS Conference

ACTAR Prep Class

Oct. 15, 2008 Sacramento, CA
CAARS Conference

ACTAR Exam ACTAR by 9/15/08

October 16-18 Sacramento Arden 
West Hilton
2200 Harvard St.
Sacramento, CA

Annual Conference - Tentative 
topics: Comparing methods of 
measuring drag factors, Narrow object 
impacts, Critical Speed/ yaw 
situations, Investigating rollover 
collisions, Courtroom testimony, plus 
additional topics to be announced

TBA

All training is from 0800 - 1700 hours unless otherwise specified.

Chris Wasinger (photo not available)

Garden Grove Police Department
Nominated for Director at Large
Chris Wasinger, ACTAR #1325, started his career with the Garden Grove Police Department in 1989. He 
was assigned to the Neighborhood Traffic Unit in 2003, where he is the Traffic Investigator. His duties 
include reviewing all injury and hit and run collision reports for prosecution, filing of cases related to all 
traffic matters and investigating all serious injury, fatalities and City liability collisions. 

Chris’ resume includes investigating over 120 fatal collisions, testifying in both Civil and Criminal court 
as an expert, and teaching driver safety and collision investigation in both the private sector and to law 
enforcement.  He was Investigator of the Year in 2006 for Garden Grove Police Department.

Chris has been a member of CA2RS since 2003, along with other organizations for collision investigators 
and recontructionists.  He is trained in using Leica Total station and MapScenes diagramming software 
along with Auto Sketch CAD program.



**********
Human Factors for Accident 
Reconstruction (40 hours)
Instructor:  Jeffrey W. Muttart
This class is being co-sponsored by 
FactualDiagrams.com and Kauderer & 
Associates.
Cost $695 per student.  Tuition includes 
all handout materials and a catered hot 
lunch all five days.
NOTE:   CAARS members receive a $50 
discount on the tuition and only pay 
$645.
You must be a member in good standing 
at the time of class registration; 
membership will be verified.

Dates:  January 12-16, 2009
Location:  Lions Gate Hotel and 
Conference Center,
34 10 Westover St., Sacramento 
(McClellan), CA
866-866-7100
NOTE:  If you are staying at the hotel 
mention that you are attending this class; 
the group booking code is KEBA; the 
discounted standard room rate is $99 a 
night plus tax.  If you are a government 
employee and are staying at the hotel 
mention the booking code SGOV; the 
rate is $84 a night plus applicable taxes.

ACTAR CEUs
We will be seeking ACTAR CEUs for 
this course.  In the past this course has 
been approved for 33 ACTAR CEUs.

For more information or to sign up, visit 
FactualDiagrams.com

**********
IPTM’s Investigation of Motorcycle Crashes 
(40 hours)
Cost:  $625 per student.  Tuition includes all 
handout materials including the “Motorcycle 
Accident Investigation” book (2nd edition) 
and “Inspection of Motorcycles and Helmets 
after Impact”  both published by IPTM; a 
$70 value.
NOTE:  CAARS members receive a $50 
discount on the tuition and only pay $575.
You must be a member in good standing at 
the time of class registration; membership 
will be verified.

ACTAR CEUs
This course if approved for 30 ACTAR 
CEUs.

Dates:  March 16-20, 2009
Location:  Vallejo Police Department, 111 
Amador Street, Vallejo, CA
Local contact for travel/lodging inquiries: 
Lt. Joel Salinas
707-649-3407
jsalinas@vallejo.ca.us

NOTE:  Registration and payment must be 
made through FactualDiagrams.com

For more information or to sign up, visit 
FactualDiagrams.com

Upcoming specialized courses with 
discounts to CAARS members!!!

mailto:jsalinas@vallejo.ca.us
mailto:jsalinas@vallejo.ca.us


 CA2RS 2008 Conference 
Co-sponsored by SOAR 

 
Schedule of Events 
Tuesday, October 14th  8:00 am – 5:00 pm ACTAR Test Preparation Class 
Wednesday, October 15th   8:00 am – 5:00 pm ACTAR Test 

8:00 am – 8:30 am Opening Remarks 

8:30 am – 10:00 am Comparing Methods of Measuring Drag Factor  
     Rick Jobe – Vericom Computers, Inc. 

10:00 am – 10:30 am Morning Break/exhibit time 

10:30 am – 12:00 pm 
Narrow object impacts 
     John Daily – Jackson Hole Scientific 

Investigations, Inc. 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Buffet Lunch (provided) 

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm 
Critical Speed/ Yaw Situations 
     John Daily – Jackson Hole Scientific 

Investigations, Inc. 
2:30 pm – 3:00 pm Afternoon Break 

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
Investigating roll-over collisions 
     John Daily – Jackson Hole Scientific 

Investigations, Inc. 

Thursday, October 16th    
Continental breakfast 

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm Exhibitors Event – Visit our vendor booths 
No-Host bar and appetizers 

8:00 am – 9:45 am Human Factors & Visibility 
     John B. Kwasnoski – Legal Sciences   

9:45 am – 10:15 am  Morning Break/exhibit time 

10:15 am – 12:00 pm Momentum & Crush 
     John B. Kwasnoski – Legal Sciences   

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Buffet Lunch (provided) 

1:00 pm – 2:45 pm Court Testimony Tips – Surviving Cross Examination 
     John B. Kwasnoski – Legal Sciences   

2:45 pm – 3:15 pm  Afternoon Break 

Friday, October 17th  
Continental breakfast  
 

3:15 pm – 5:00 pm Additional topics 
     John B. Kwasnoski – Legal Sciences   

8:00 am – 8:30 am CAARS Business meeting (members only) 

8:30 am – 10:00 am How to “bullet proof” your reports 
     Arnold G. Wheat – Accident Reconstruction Services, Inc. 

10:00 am – 10:15 am Morning Break 

10:15 am – 11:45 am Panel Discussion on Crash Photography Issues 
     Led by Arnold G. Wheat 

Saturday, October 18th   
Coffee & Tea provided 

11:45 am – 12:00 pm Q & A, Closing Remarks, 
Handout Conference CDs & Certificates 

 



ARNOLD WHEAT

Mr. Wheat has more than 35 years 

experience in the field of Traffic 

Accident Investigation and 

Reconstruction, with a background in 

law enforcement in Colorado and 

New York. He has received judicial 

approval to offer testimony as an 

expert witness in US District Courts 

and in 10 states. He has taught 

courses, given technical presentations, 

authored one book, co-authored two 

instructional manuals, has published 

technical articles and has been 

actively involved with numerous 

professional organizations relating to 

Traffic Accident Investigation and 

Reconstruction.

RICK JOBE

Rick Jobe is the original founder and current CEO of Vericom Computers, Inc. His has over 20 years experience in the development of equipment to measure tire to road friction.  Rick has been the chief instructor for the ACTAR approved Vericom class to Traffic Crash Investigators since 1991, training over 3000 investigators in all 50 states and 10 countries.   During this time Rick has participated in over 10,000 passenger car skids or braking test and over 2,000 bus braking tests.  He is member of the E17 ASTM Tire Friction Committee.   He attended Mankato State College and has a Commercial Pilots Licenses.

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS



JOHN B. KWASNOSKI

 John B. Kwasnoski is Professor Emeritus of Forensics Physics 

at Western New England College, Springfield, MA after 31 years on the 

faculty.  He is a certified police trainer in more than 20 states, and has 

instructed prosecutors and police on over 150 occasions.  He is the 

crash reconstructionist on the “Lethal Weapon - DWI Homicide” 

team formed by the National Traffic Law Center to teach prosecutors 

how to utilize expert witness testimony and cross examine adverse 

expert witnesses.  Professor Kwasnoski has reconstructed over 850 

crashes, including multiple and single vehicle, pedestrian, 

motorcycle and train crashes.

 He has served as an expert in several cases of 

national significance including S. Carolina v. Susan Smith (a mother’s 

drowning murder of her 2 children) in which he participated in the re-enactment of 

the drowning in a submerged automobile and the creation of a video used in the 

sentencing phase of the trial.  He also reconstructed the multiple vehicle crash in 

Washington, D.C. in which a Russian embassy aide was charged with vehicular 

homicide (USA v. Makharadze) and subsequently pled guilty after being released 

from diplomatic immunity.  He was the reconstructionist for the plaintiff in the case 

of Ulm v. Ford Motor Company in which a jury awarded the plaintiff over one 

million dollars.
 Recently Professor Kwasnoski authored From Crash to Courtroom: Collision 

Reconstruction DVD Library (Legalsciences.com), and From Crash to Courtroom: 

Collision Reconstruction for Lawyers and Law Enforcement and Crash 

Reconstruction Basics for Prosecutors for the American Prosecutors Research 

Institute (which may be downloaded online at ndaa-apri.org).  Professor Kwasnoski 

has co-authored 3 best-selling books for Lexis Law Publishing:  Investigation and 

Prosecution of DWI and Vehicular Homicide, Courtroom Survival, and The 

Officer’s DUI Manual.  In 1989 he authored a widely used trial manual, 

Establishing Liability in Vehicular Accidents, which presents predicate questions to 

introduce the technical topics of crash reconstruction in a jury-friendly and 

convincing manner.

 Professor Kwasnoski is the creator of Crash - The Science of Collisions, a 

sieries of science and mathematics teaching materials for high school students that 

focuses on automobile crashes.  Professor Kwasnoski can be contacted at:

Western New England Technical Consultants

51 Nash Hill Rd., Ludlow, MA  01056

T/F:  (413) 589-0793

E:  Kwasnoski@aol.com

mailto:Kwasnoski@aol.com
mailto:Kwasnoski@aol.com
mailto:Kwasnoski@aol.com
mailto:Kwasnoski@aol.com
mailto:Kwasnoski@aol.com


JOHN DAILY

John Daily specializes in Automotive Engineering, Heat Transfer and Thermodynamics. His experience in Traffic Accident Reconstruction is varied and extensive. He has reconstructed many different types of traffic crashes, including those involving commercial vehicles, motorcycles, pedestrians, bicyclists, snowmobiles and all terrain vehicles. 
Mr. Daily has testified as an expert witness in district courts in several states, including Wyoming, Idaho, California, South Dakota, and Tennessee. He has also testified in several cases in United States District Court for the district of Wyoming. Deposition and trial testimony are considered one of his strong points. In addition, he has worked several firearms cases, including gun failures and exterior ballistics analysis through the use of microcomputers.

John Daily, the primary consultant and president of Jackson Hole Scientific Investigations (JHSI), retired from the Teton County Sheriff's Office on July 31, 2003 after 25 years as a sworn law enforcement officer. Additionally, he has over 3200 hours of training and a Bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering from Purdue University. John has investigated over 1000 accidents and has written three text books in the field of traffic crash reconstruction. Upon retiring, he shares his expertise by teaching applied physics and traffic crash reconstruction for the Institute of Police Technology and Management. John works from his home in Jackson, Wyoming.



Third Quarter Training Review

Vehicle Factors for Crash Reconstruction

The third quarter training was 
held in Southern California on August 
20th, followed up with Northern 
California on August 21st.  The 
Northern California (Sacramento) 
accommodations were hosted by the 
Lion’s Gate Hotel.  The training was 
presented by CAARS Chair, Mr. Kent 
Boots.  The session started with an 
outline of the topics that were to be 
covered throughout the day and a 
couple of nominations for the 
upcoming Board Election.  There were 
twenty- seven members in attendance 
including the Vice-Chair Chris 
Kauderer and Director Joel Salinas.   
Forty-three members attended the So 
Cal class; 14 were ACTAR accredited.  
There were 11 guests; 10 of the guests signed up as new members.  Twenty-seven members 
attended the Nor Cal class; 9 were ACTAR accredited.  There was one guest, who signed up as a 
new member.

The presentation began with Mr. Boots stating the 
goals of conducting a vehicle inspection, to 
preserve and document the condition of a vehicle.  
Kent covered the mechanical systems in a vehicle 
that may cause or contribute to a collision.  He 
explained the difference between the two, stating 
that a “causative” failure is one that has a direct 
effect of the driver to control a vehicle.  A 
“contributing” condition could effect of the 
driver’s ability to control the vehicle.  He gave 
examples of mechanical components that may 
cause or contribute to collisions.  



Mr. Boots reviewed the three primary systems that a driver can 
control in respect to operating a vehicle; throttle, brakes and 
steering.  These are the common systems that a driver may 
state are issues during a collision.  There are secondary 
components that are claims from drivers which are tires and 
suspension.  Kent gave examples for the importance of 
investigating any system that a driver may claim to have 
caused or contributed to a collision.

Mr. Boots began the inspection process by covering the basics 
beginning with impounding the car.  Is it evidence or will a search 
warrant be needed.  A complete history and identification of the 
vehicle is needed to ensure a proper and fair inspection is completed.  
Mr. Boots discussed the tools that would be needed to conduct vehicle 
inspections and the best places to purchase the items.    

A logical process should be followed during an inspection, always photographing a 
component prior to manipulating it. Using forms during an inspection will ensure a 
thorough and complete inspection, minimizing mistakes and maximizing efficiency.  Proper 
documentation will reduce the argument a driver or attorney may claim regarding a 
component or system during a collision.  This chain of evidence is needed when making 
presentations to a court.  

   

A component that Kent spoke about were the 
brakes, he demonstrated the importance of not 
stepping on the brake pedal until other parts 
of the system are inspected.   Stepping on the 
pedal will cause other components to move/
change, affecting the dynamics of the 
inspection.  

After a buffet lunch at the hotel Mr. Boots dove right into a CDR review.  Kent talked 
about the new cables that are available for the Ford PCM and Chrysler vehicles.  The new 
cables are costly but the expanded capabilities seem to make the kit well worth the 
investment.  The review covered the abilities of the Chrysler data retrieval and the vehicles 
that are supported and the new GM “Rollover Sensor” that can be downloaded via the DLC 
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DATE: Friday October 10, 2008
LOCATION: Natick, 
Massachusetts
SPONSOR: IAARS

CUTOFF DATE: September 10, 2008
COMMENTS: 

DATE: Monday October 13, 2008
LOCATION: Seattle Washington
SPONSOR: WATAI
CUTOFF DATE: September 13, 2008
COMMENTS: 

DATE: Tuesday October 14, 2008
LOCATION: Atlantic City, New Jersey
SPONSOR: NJAARS
CUTOFF DATE: September 14, 2008
COMMENTS: Held before NJAARS Joint 
Conference

DATE: Wednesday October 15, 2008
LOCATION: Sacramento, California
SPONSOR: CAARS
CUTOFF DATE: September 15, 2008
COMMENTS: Held before CAARS Annual 
Conference

DATE: Wednesday October 29, 2008
LOCATION: Salt Lake City, Utah
SPONSOR: ACTAR
CUTOFF DATE: September 29, 2008
COMMENTS: 

DATE: Saturday January 24, 2009
LOCATION: Rochester New Hampshire
SPONSOR: NAPARS
CUTOFF DATE: December 23, 2008
COMMENTS: 

ACTAR Examination Schedule

port. He demonstrated the information that a 
Ford PCM printout will provide to a collision 
reconstruction.  Kent provided many useful 
resources that can be used during a 
download of a vehicle. 

 
The day ended by Mr. Boots 

discussing a couple of systems that may 
contribute to a collision, the suspension 
system and the headlamps of a car.  He 
“enlightened” the attendees about 
manipulating switches before conducting other 
inspections of the lamps.  This was the last 
topic of the day and it appeared that all came 
away with a better understanding of how to 
conduct a proper inspection of a vehicle.  

 
Kevin Hamrick



CA2RS - California Association of Accident Reconstruction Specialists
Headquarters
P.O. Box 53536
San Jose, CA  95153
www.CA2RS.com


