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...and the winner is...
We are pleased to announce our winner for the 

photo contest!  Los Angeles County Metro Transit 
Authority Investigator Richard Rinker submitted the 
winning photograph, seen above.  As the winner of this 
contest, Richard will be awarded a one year membership 
to CAARS for himself or on behalf of a new member.  

Be on the lookout for interesting or out of the 
ordinary photos from your personal archive of inactive 
cases for future contests.  More information regarding 
future contests will be released in Skidmarks, so keep 
your eyes peeled.

“That’s correct, sir - I’m citing you for failing to signal for a lane change.”
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CAARS CONTACTS
Chairperson - Kent E. Boots

chairperson@ca2rs.com 

Vice Chair - Chris Kauderer

vice-chair@ca2rs.com 

Treasurer - Monica Franksen

treasurer@ca2rs.com 

Membership - Kevin Cassidy 

membership@ca2rs.com

Liaison to ACTAR - Jincy Pace

ACTAR@ca2rs.com 

Newsletter - Tim Neumann

caarseditor@live.com 

It surprises me from time-to-time 

there are still CAARS members who 
don’t realize we (CAARS) are a 

volunteer organization.  The entire 
board and administrative staff have full-

time jobs and families that, many times, 
take priority over the day-to-day 

operation of the CAARS organization.  
We do our best with the free time we 

have left over, so please be patient with 
us.

2010 Conference:  Mark your 
calendars for this year’s conference 

being held October 14th-16th 
(Thursday, Friday, and Saturday) at the 

Embassy Suites in South Lake Tahoe.  
There will be an ACTAR exam on 

Wednesday, October 13.  Our tentative 
speaker lineup includes John Daily and 

Nate Shigemura who will be speaking 
about energy and crush.  John and Nate 

have co-authored several books 
together and are adjunct faculty at 

IPTM.

Newsletter: Jennifer Felker 

(Colunga) was an integral part of the 
CAARS Organization from 1998 through 

2004.  She joined us again in the spring 
of 2007 as our newsletter editor.  Since 

that time, she has done a fantastic job 
with the format and content of the 

newsletter.  After our last edition of the 

newsletter, Jennifer informed me it was 

her last as editor.  While Jennifer will 
certainly be missed, we definitely 

understand and support her decision to 
have one less thing "on her plate."

I am pleased to announce our new 
CAARS Newsletter editor is Tim 

Neumann.  For those of you who don’t 
know him, Tim is a California police 

sergeant in charge of a regional collision 
reconstruction unit.  He is an ACTAR 

accredited Reconstructionist and has 
been a CAARS member since 2005. 

Quarterly Training: The first quarter 
training, Investigation and Analysis of 

Rollover Collisions, was presented by 
Kurt D. Weiss, MSME.  Santa Ana Police 

Department hosted the Southern 
California session on Tuesday, February 

16.  There were 51 attendees, eight of 
which were ACTAR accredited.  San 

Jose Police Department hosted the 
Northern California session on Thursday, 

February 18.  In Nor Cal, we had 51 
attendees, 15 of which were ACTAR 

accredited.

At both locations, we had some 

folks renew their memberships and a 
total of five new members join.

Our second quarter training has to 
do with auto-pedestrian collisions and is 

being presented by Jesse L. 

Wobrock, Ph.D., ACTAR.  Roseville 
Police Department will be hosting 

the Northern California session on 
Thursday, May 13, and Riverside 

Police Department will be hosting 
the Southern California session on 

Wednesday, May 19.  The 
addresses for the locations are 

posted on our website training 
calendar.  In addition, a mass e-

mail was recently sent out 
announcing the training 

information.  

(Continued on Page 11)
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Crash Data Retrieval Update
Kent E. Boots, FactualDiagrams.com

I cannot stress enough the importance of keeping your training current in this technology.  You should be able to tell 
from this update just how much the software and equipment are changing.  I also need to remind everyone that 
having a CDR report is not the magic answer to your reconstruction.  Too many times I hear cases where, “We don’t 
need to reconstruct the crash because we have the CDR speed.”  You need to remember that crash data obtained 
from a vehicle is simply a tool in your reconstruction tool box.

The analysis of CDR data requires an understanding of the many potential system anomalies or conditions that may 
have an impact on this data.  Some aspects of recorded crash data may appear to be easy to explain on the surface, 
but may be affected by certain characteristics of different systems under certain circumstances.  You need to 
understand where the information comes from as well as its limitations to be able to use it effectively.  

Software releases:  Remember your ability to access vehicles is not only hardware specific (interface module and 
cable), but is also software specific.  To find out what version of the software you are using, click on “help” on the 
drop-down menu and then “About CDR.”  Last year at this time, the 3.1.1 patch had just been released.  Version 3.2 
was released in April 2009 and added pre-crash data graphs for Ford PCMs and Chrysler modules.  It also added new 
vehicle coverage for 2008-2009 Chrysler and Ford models.  Version 3.3 was released in August 2009 and added 
2010 model year coverage for all three manufacturers as well as back coverage for some Chrysler and Ford models.  
Along with the 3.3 software release, there were four cables released including a GM rollover sensor (ROS) cable.  
Before the release of this cable, ROS modules could only be imaged through the DLC.  
Version 3.4, the current software version, was released in January of this year.  There was also a new Chrysler 

direct-to-module cable (F00K108516) released to coincide with the software.  This new cable has the same design 
as the F00K108226, so be careful to use the correct cable as they are not interchangeable.� (continued on Page 4)
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 Any time you get a new version of 
the software, the first thing you 
should look at is the “what’s new 
in this version” file contained in the 
help menu.  This will provide a 
summary of the new capabilities 
added to the CDR system for that 
software version.  There are also 
more detailed release notes that 
can be accessed by clicking on a 
link in help.
What’s new in Version 3.4: 

There were some general CDR 
application changes in this version 
made to improve the user 
interface.  If you are using a USB to 
serial device, the comm. ports are 
automatically refreshed when 
viewing the list of available ports.  
There was also an AutoSelect 
option added which will search for 
and automatically select the 
appropriate port.

There is a new CDR Log File 
Function which will log all 
messages displayed during the 
operation of the CDR software.  
This will allow you to copy and 
view any error messages displayed 
while operating the program.  This 
could prove invaluable when 
contacting Bosch Technical 
Support.

There is a new report format 
that will follow the language used 

in Title 49 CFR, Part 563.  The user 
comments were moved just above 
the data limitations section on the 
front page of the CDR report.  The 
user comments is an often 
underutilized area of the CDR 
Software.

Supported vehicles are now 
listed under a “vehicle lookup” 
section which makes them easier 
to find in the help menu.

The Future: Bosch has signed 
with a new auto maker which 
should be announced in the near 
future.  They are also in discussion 
with two other manufacturers.  
Future releases of the software will 
be done by way of internet 
distribution, possibly starting with 
Version 3.6.  Bosch has a plan to 
have more frequent software 
releases containing less content.

They anticipate having three to 
four new cables released in 2010.  
Some model year 2010 Fords are 
not currently supported.  They are 
equipped with restraint control 
modules which will be covered in 
Versions 3.5 and 3.6 of the 
software.  There is no information 
currently available on gap 
coverage.

Chrysler coverage has more 
than quadrupled since its 

introduction.  Starting with model 
year 2010, Chryslers will have the 
capability to record non-
deployment events in addition to 
the deployment events they 
currently capture.

Important Information: The 
02003002 GM cable and the 
02003108 Power Booster are no 
longer included in the CDR 
Premium kit due to unavailable 
components.  They will also no 
longer be available for purchase.  
However, the software will 
continue to support the 
1994-1996 GM vehicles that 
would use that direct-to-module 
cable.  These are two components 
in your CDR kit you want to make 
sure you don’t lose.

CDR cable number 02002888 
purchased before December 2009 
may have a latch mechanism on 
the ACM connector end of the 
cable.  In some instances it may be 
difficult to remove the cable from 
the ACM following imaging with 
this latch in place.  If your cable 
has this latch in place it should be 
removed.  Instructions on how to 
remove the latch are available at 
www.cdr-downloads.com.

Crash Data Retrieval Update
(Continued from page 3)
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Kent E.  Boots,  ACTAR, has over 17 years of experience in Traffic Collision Investigation and Reconstruction, 14 of which were as an 
on-scene investigator for a major California Sheriff's Department.  He has qualified and testified numerous times as an expert in traffic 
collision reconstruction at trial and depositions and is a court-recognized expert in forensic mapping, total station technology, and 
CAD scale diagrams including 3D diagrams.   He owns and operates Kent E.  Boots & Associates; providing forensic mapping, scale 
diagramming, and consulting services to various reconstruction firms.  Mr.  Boots is currently the CAARS Chairperson.
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Upcoming ACTAR Examination Dates and Locations

M A Y    2 0 1 0

Thursday, May 20: Wyandotte, Michigan - Wyandotte Police Department. Sponsored by MSP
Cutoff Date: April 20, 2010

Sunday, May 23: Rochester, New Hampshire - Sponsored by NAPARS
Review held on Saturday, May 22 - Call (603) 330-7141 for information.
Cutoff Date: April 23, 2010

Sunday, May 23: Las Vegas, Nevada - Held before the ARC-CSI Conference. Sponsored by ACTAR
Cutoff Date: April 23, 2010

Tuesday, May 25: Coralville, Iowa - Held before MwATAI 2010 Conference. Sponsored by MwATAI
Cutoff Date: April 25, 2010

J U N E    2 0 1 0

Friday, June 11: North Bay, Ontario. Sponsored by the Ontario Provincial Police
Cutoff Date: May 11, 2010

Wednesday, June 23: Chesterfield, Missouri - MoDOT Gateway Guide Building. Sponsored by UCMO
Cutoff Date: May 23, 2010

J U L Y    2 0 1 0

Tuesday, July 13: Hershey, Pennsylvania, 0700 hours start time. Sponsored by PSP.
Cutoff Date: June 13, 2010

Sunday, July 18: Glendale, Arizona, in conjunction with the SATAI Conference.  Sponsored by SATAI.
Cutoff Date: June 18, 2010

Sunday, July 25: Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, before SCARS Conference. Sponsored by SCHP.
Cutoff Date: June 25, 2010

A U G U S T    2 0 1 0

Sunday, August 15: Winnipeg, Manitoba, before CATAIR Conference. Sponsored by CATAIR.
Cutoff Date: July 15, 2010

No candidate will be scheduled for an examination until their application has been approved. 

To register for an examination, please contact the ACTAR Administrator at 800-809-3818

 Or visit www.actar.org.

Information and logo used with permission.

Accreditation Commission                for Traffic Accident Reconstruction

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF

ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION SPECIALISTS

http://www.actar.org
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ACTAR UPDATE

Jincy Pace is the California Association for Accident Reconstruction Specialists liaison to 
ACTAR.  She can be contacted at ACTAR@CA2RS.com for additional information.

Believe it or not, ACTAR can be dramatic.  At least, that is what it felt like at this year’s Governing Board of 

Directors (GBOD) meeting in Denver, Colorado.  There were heated debates, passionate orations, backdoor 
deals, and a challenge to a duel.  Well, actually, there really weren’t any duels (although, I know who I would bet 

on in a fair fight), but I do have some rather dramatic tidbits of information to pass on to CAARS members.

First, as of May 1, 2011, all electronic devices will be prohibited from the ACTAR test site except those 
approved by ACTAR.  Currently, ACTAR is researching acceptable devices (i.e. calculators) that will be allowed to 

be used.  The list will probably be similar to the list of accepted calculators for the Professional Engineer exam.  
This will effectively prohibit computers, AR software, cell phones, smart phones, and wireless communication 

devices.  The fundamental basis for this decision is to remove the devices from the exam that may record or 
store data and inhibit a candidate from truly demonstrating a fundamental knowledge of crash reconstruction 

concepts.  This decision places the ACTAR exam on par with procedures of other professional examinations, 
helps to ensure that the exam is testing the fundamental knowledge of the candidate and not their skill to 

manipulate software, and improves exam security through limiting the opportunity to copy, store, or transmit 
exam material.

Second, I wanted to remind anyone who has applied to take the ACTAR exam that an applicant has two years 

and three attempts to pass the exam.  If the candidate is unable to pass the exam within those limits, the 
applicant is required to resubmit an application and the accompanying fees to take the test again.

Third, reviews of failed exams will not be offered if the candidate does not show their work on the exam booklet.  

With the prohibition of computers, this may become a moot point.

Fourth, ACTAR hopes to get the online member website up and running by summer 2010.  This website will allow 
members to access their CEU awards, pending CEUs, personal contact information, and a whole host of other 

features.  Ultimately, it will give ACTAR members more control and information over their accreditation.

Fifth, we had four people take all or part of the ACTAR exam at our annual conference in Anaheim.  One person 
failed some portion of the exam and the other three passed.

That pretty much covers the human drama that unfolded at this year’s ACTAR GBOD meeting.  I’m considering 

hosting an ACTAR cage match for next year’s meeting and will be looking into the possibility of Pay-Per-View.  
So, until then, get ready to rumble!

 
- Jincy Pace -

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF
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First Quarter Review

  Our first quarter training was on 

rollover collisions.  This proved to 
be a very popular class and the 

classroom at the San Jose Police 
Department training center was 

filled to capacity.  As usual, the 
students were a mix of engineers, 

private investigators and law 
enforcement.

  The class was taught by CAARS 
member Kurt Weiss and was the 

first opportunity I had to observe 
him instruct.  Kurt’s style was fluid 

and he kept the class interesting 
due to his unique ability to teach in 

a dynamic manner.  His 
presentation was a good mix of real 

world experience and mathematical 
theory.

  I have not had much practical 
experience in this topic since my 

initial reconstruction courses at UC 
Riverside.  As I work in a small town 

without much open space, I haven’t 
investigated a rollover collision that 

was not the result of a “trip” or a 
prior collision.  The material 

presented served as a solid 
refresher that also provided new 

ideas for such investigations.  

  The class was divided into four 

main subjects: roll sequence; pre-
roll yaw trajectory, additional 

physical evidence and case studies.  
The material proved beneficial as 

review for the experienced 
investigator as well as a solid 

introduction for newer 
investigators.  

  While he covered the basics of 
rollover collision investigations, he 

included examples and case photos 
to illustrate evidence indicative of a 

rollover collision sequence.  In 
addition, appropriate methods for 

scene documentation and 
investigative documentation for 

your reports and diagrams were 
covered.  

  Of particular interest was how Kurt 
demonstrated how the scratches 

present on a vehicle tend to show 
direction of travel during a rollover.  

Kurt presented a method wherein 
he explained the importance of 

using different colored tape for 
each set of scratches in the same 

direction when obtaining 
photographs of vehicle damage, as 

seen in the photograph to the right.

  This same approach can assist in a 

determination of how scratches on 
plastic tend to show direction 

during the rollover as well as 

methods to tie the vehicle damage 
to roadway gouges, scratches and 

markings.

  One of the more interesting things 

I picked up out of the class involved 
an observation of the thickness of 

window glass when trying to 
establish a scene location.  

Comparative analysis of the 
thickness of the window glass 

during your vehicle inspection will 
assist you with identification of 

debris fields when you are looking 
for a cold scene.

Kurt covered several mathematical 
equations that dealt with roll 

distance, locating the center of 
gravity, roll time, roll rate, pre-roll 

yaw and trip speed.

(Continued on Page 11)

T r a i n i n g   C o r n e r

Kurt Weiss, ACTAR, is a forensic engineering and collision reconstruction specialist with 
Automotive Safety Research, Inc. in Santa Barbara.  He holds a BS in Mathematical Sciences and 
an MS in Mechanical Engineering from the University of California at Santa Barbara and has been 
active in the field since 1986.
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FROM T
HE BOO

KSHELF
 - Book reviews from the desk of Joseph E. Badger

Forensic Aspects of Driver Perception and Response, Third Edition (2010).

Over a decade ago, I wrote a review of Paul L. Olson’s Forensic Aspects of Driver Perception and 
Response, First Edition (Lawyers & Judges Publishing Co., Tucson, 1996).  The book, a bible on 
the subject, consisted of ten chapters covering 213 pages and it looked at the time as though Olson 
had written the definitive and comprehensive text on the topic.  Wrong.

That 1996 book was so well received that it underwent a second edition in 2003 adding 
authors Robert Dewar and the late Eugene Farber (d. 2006).  Just when you thought the 
book took you through all the elements of driver perception and response, here comes
Mr. Olson (yes, he has a Ph.D., but prefers Mr. to Dr.), with colleagues Dewar and Farber, 
who put together an even more comprehensive third edition.

Dewar and Olson first met back in the day when the University of Michigan Transportation 
Research Institute (UMTRI) was called the Highway Safety Research Institute (HSRI).  The 
two men collaborated on a 719-page tome titled Human Factors in Traffic Safety (Lawyers 
& Judges, Tucson, 2002).

Farber worked for Ford in the area of traffic safety, driver behavior and human factors from 
1965 until 1999.  At that point, he retired from Ford and began providing forensic consulting 
services in traffic accident cases.

If you are in law enforcement and have occasion to investigate motor vehicle collisions…or if you’re in the private sector and 
work as a consultant or expert as an accident (or crash) reconstructionist, then both Human Factors and Forensic Aspect books 
are must-reads.

This latest effort contains more than twice as many chapters, nearly two-and-a-half times the number of pages as the original, 
and over 130 more pages than the Second Edition’s 372.  The publisher didn’t create a bigger book by using larger type.  In fact, 
the Third Edition’s type is smaller (Times Roman 10 pt) than the First Edition’s (11 pt); otherwise, it would be even thicker with 
more pages.

You cannot tell which author wrote which chapter(s) but I have it on good authority (Olson’s personal communication) that Dewar 
“was the primary author of chapters 14, 15, 16, 17, 19 and 21 and went over the others with great care, contributing sections 
here and there.”  As for Farber’s contributions, Olson said his chapters “ … ended up as 7, 8 and 10 in this edition.  He reviewed 
everything else and was a big help in general.”

Those of you who bought the Second Edition - remember chapters 9, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 21 are new to this latest version and 
were not included in the Second Edition.  Moreover, chapters that carry over from the Second Edition were revised and updated.

One thing...if you ever – repeat, ever – testify regarding a motorist’s PRT (perception/response time), do not do so until you have 
read Chapter 18, “Driver Perception-Response Time.”  That chapter’s 18 pages are more detailed—and with updated statistics 
from newer studies—than the earlier chapter’s 11 pages. In the section “Factors Affecting Perception-Response Time,” Olson 
cites a 2001 study by Jeff Muttart, which concluded that six variables were of primary importance in determining a person’s PRT.  
They are Contrast, Anticipation, Strength of Stimulus, Eccentricity, Decision making, and Response complexity.  Following each 
variable are concise definitions of the terms.
             (Continued on Page 10)
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What’s Next:  Second Quarter Training - Automobile/Pedestrian Collisions

Dr. Jesse L. Wobrock of Accident Reconstruction and Biomechanics (ARBIO) is an 
ACTAR accredited CAARS member.  His variety of specialized education, research,
and investigation excels in the area of biomechanics in pedestrian, bicycle, and 
motorcycle collisions.  The day will provide invaluable insight into these often complex
collision scenarios as he discusses specifics of injury interpretation, determining
pedestrian direction of travel, night time collision scenarios, and other topics.
Dr. Wobrock has conducted extensive research in this area and has co-authored 
several SAE papers on this subject.  With a strong background in kinesiology,
biomedical engineering, and engineering analysis of injury causing accidents, you 
will certainly benefit from his course.  Be sure to join us for his presentation.

The training will take place at the locations listed below and will start at 0800 hours, so be sure to arrive early.  
To confirm your attendance, RSVP as soon as possible to training@ca2rs.com with the names of each attendee 
as well as which location you will be attending.  Individuals who are unable to e-mail their response may call 
(916) 770-9475.

As a reminder, nonmembers are always welcome to attend quarterly training days for a one-time fee or upon 
joining CAARS.  For membership information, please visit www.ca2rs.com. 

Northern California:
Thursday, May 13, 2010

Roseville Police Department
1051 Junction Boulevard

Roseville, CA 95678

Southern California:
Wednesday, May 19, 2010
Riverside Police Department
Magnolia Station
10540 Magnolia Avenue
Riverside, CA 92505 

Dr. Jesse Wobrock

See Page 12 for additional training in the near future...

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF
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Forensic Aspects of Driver Perception and Response, Third Edition (continued from page 8)

(The author suggests you can recall them more easily if you remember the acronym CASE DR.)   Of special note in this 
latest text is the material by Robert Dewar that covers Roadway Design and the Driver, Work Zones, Railroad Grade 
Crossings, Roadway Signage, Weather and Driving, and Driver Distraction.  All new material is absent in the First Edition and 
is updated from the Second.

For a longer list of topics – and to order the book – go to http://www.lawyersandjudges.com/productdetails.cfm?PC=922.  
This is one of Lawyers and Judges’ first publications for 2010.  You can reach L&J’s Email: sales@lawyersandjudges.com or 
if you’re not into electronic communication, you may call toll tree 1-800-209-7109 or fax 1-800-330-8795, or contact them the 
old-fashioned way by writing to Lawyers & Judges Publishing, 917 North Swan Road, Suite 300, Tucson, Arizona 85711.

Older Road Users – Myths and Realities, A Guide for Medical and Legal Professionals
 
When I first saw the title, Older Road Users, a quick thought ran through my head.  Is this a book about people who use 
older roads?  Actually, no, the book’s subject is about the chronologically gifted motorist, that is, elderly drivers…old 
people who use public streets and highways.
 
Morris Odell, Senior Forensic Physician at the Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine in Melbourne, Australia, edited the 
book for Lawyers & Judges Publishing Co. of Tucson, AZ; however 13 learned authors also contributed to the text.
 
One of those providers is Carolyn Unsworth, who holds Professorships at various schools including Jönköping University 
in Sweden.  She notes in her chapter “Assessing Older Drivers with Health-Related Problems” that “Medical advances 
have enabled people to live longer … [yet] the accident rate for older drivers per kilometer driven is higher than for all 
other age groups except young novice drivers.”
 
I should explain that the authors are from Australia or Canada, so the book uses typical British style for the spelling of 
most words (e.g., organisation, labour, ageing, licence) throughout.
 
If you think teenagers have a lot of accidents, consider what Jim Langford, Senior Research Fellow at the Monash 
University Accident Research Centre, points out in his chapter Older Driver Crashes, “In 2010, the first of the baby 
boomers will reach 65 years of age…”  And worse yet, “By 2050, one-quarter of the combined population of all OECD 
countries will be 65 years and over, almost double the rate for 2000…”
 
Langford did not explain the acronym OECD.  Perhaps everyone in Australia already knows.  But for 
the rest of us OECD refers to Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(www.oecd.org/).  The OECD consists of 30 countries, from Australia to Canada to most European 
nations to Japan, Korea, Mexico, and the United States.  The 300-page Older Road Users is more of 
a human factors treatise than a discourse for crash reconstructionists, but after all, of the elements 
necessary to have a traffic accident in the first place – Environment, Roadway, and Driver – the latter 
is surely the most important.
 
Whether you are a human factors expert or merely someone interested in traffic collisions involving 
our aging population, this book may be an eye-opener into areas you had not considered.  It 
discusses older motorists’ driving behaviors and risks – actual and perceived – and delves into 
neurological, cardiovascular, physical and metabolic conditions.       (Continued on page 13)

Book Reviews
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Bill Focha has over 20 years of experience investigating and reconstructing traffic collisions.  He works for a Northern California 
Sheriff's Department and has extensive training and expertise in commercial vehicle collision reconstruction, mechanical and safety 
inspections, federal & state regulations and codes, air brake systems, and electronic control module interpretation.  Bill is a member 
of CAARS, previously served on the Board of Directors, and is also a member of NAPARS.  

Digital reading for thickness of glass.

Close-up of photo rod used to measure frayed end of restraint 
webbing.  This example was one of many that centered on collecting 

photographic evidence of collision-related damage. - Bill Focha

(Continued from Page 7)
T r a i n i n g  C o r n e r
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Another very interesting part of the presentation was the sequence of 

slides on tire tread separation rollover collisions.  Some of the physical 
evidence he highlighted was damage to the inner fender and suspension 

and brake components.

Kurt also delivered a short presentation on seat belt failures.  Seat belt 

webbing and latch plate failures, “D” ring failures and pretensioners.  
Restraint failures were discussed along with methods to take 

photographs of such damage (see image below).  

The last discussion centered on the topic of roof impingement.  Kurt 

presented exhibits to assist in the discussion of how collision events 
occur as well as the manner in which the occupant was ejected.  

This was one of the most interesting CAARS training events I have 
attended in a long time.  The top notch quality of the speaker 

reaffirmed that the board of directors really put thought into the 
speakers they secure for our training.

It is important to RSVP as early as possible for the quarterly training sessions. This helps us to 

ensure we have arranged for an adequately sized training location to accommodate everyone.  We also use

the RSVP numbers to ensure we have an adequate amount of snacks, drinks, and handout materials on hand.  We 

haven’t picked topics or locations for our third quarter training sessions yet. If you have any ideas for topics or 

speakers, or you, yourself, would like to present a topic, please feel free to contact me by e-mail at 
training@ca2rs.com.  

The Future:  As always, if there is ever anything that any of the other board members or I can 
do to improve your organization, please let us know.  That’s all for now,

T h e  B
 o a r d 

 B e a t

(Continued from Page 2)

Kent

mailto:training@ca2rs.com
mailto:training@ca2rs.com
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The 12th Annual CAARS 
Conference returns to the 
Embassy Suites Stateline in 

beautiful South Lake 
Tahoe,California from October 

14-16, 2010

Additional details will be 
available soon - be sure to 

reserve the date!

Future Training - 2010 Conference

Before the conference, CAARS 
is again sponsoring the ACTAR 

Examination

The test will be held on 
Wednesday, October 13, 2010, at 

the Embassy Suites

 
CUTOFF DATE: September 13, 2010

http://tahoebasketball.com/jtravizeebay.jpg

www.travels.com/destinations/usa/embassy-suites-south-lake-tahoe-review/
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Older Road Users (continued from page 10) 
Then there are such issues as dementia, visual impairment, and the influence of alcohol and other drugs, including 
prescription medicine. Older Road Users also covers the difficult task of helping people cope when losing the right 
to drive when a family member takes away their keys.
 
VicRoads – the trading name for Roads Corporation Victoria (www.vicroads.vic.gov.au) – commissioned this book 
in response to inquiries by the Victorian Parliamentary Road Safety Committee in 2003.  Editor Odell anticipates 
the book will “give the reader an understanding of the entire spectrum of the problems surrounding fitness to drive 
of the aged.”
 
Professor Joanne Wood, School of Optometry, Queensland University of Technology, discusses issues regarding 
the “visual deterioration of the ageing driver” in Chapter 3.  In her Visual Acuity segment she talks about “normal 
vision” as “6/6 visual acuity.”  In the US, we use 20/20.  The reason for the difference is that in the US the length of 
our eye examination rooms (from patient to eye chart) is generally around 20 feet.  In Australia and Great Britain, 
eye exam rooms are about six meters from patient to chart.  Six meters is almost 20 feet (19.685 feet) - close 
enough.
 
Perhaps I should clarify just how old a driver Older Road Users refers to.  When I was nine years of age, anyone 
over 30 was old.  In Table 1.2, “Driver Fatalities and the Contribution of Physical Frailty,” there are four age 
categories for males and females: 65-69, 70-74, 75-79, and 80+.
 
Toxicologist Olaf Drummer, president of The International Association of Forensic Toxicologists, in his chapter Road 
Safety Effects of Prescription Drugs in the Older Driver, talks about an analysis in the 1960s called the Borkenstein 
“Grand Rapids” study.  (The references to this chapter lists a paper by “Borkenstein, FR.”  That should be 
Borkenstein, RF.  He invented the Breathalyzer in 1954.  He was a captain with the Indiana State Police before 
becoming a professor at Indiana University.)
 
Another of the Older Road Users authors, Trisha Dunning, Professor of Nursing at Victoria’s Deakin University, 
warns, “Increasing age is one of the most important reasons for the increasing diabetes prevalence is most 
societies.”  Among other topics, she discusses Hyperglycaemia and Hypoglycaemia – abnormally high level of 
glucose (sugar) in the blood and abnormally low blood sugar usually resulting from excessive insulin, respectively.
 
I mention all this because as accident investigators and reconstructionists, it is not always just a matter of how a 
crash occurred, but why – the underlying contributing circumstances.  This book should help acquaint the 
investigator/reconstructionist regarding effects to consider when working cases involving older drivers.
 
When should older drivers no longer be driving and become older pedestrians?  The last chapter (no pun intended) 
of this book is titled “The End of Driving.”  Chapter authors Nadia Mullen and Michel Bédard offer the grim reality: 
“The end of driving can lead to a range of negative emotions including feelings of loss, isolation and dependence.”
 
I am reminded of my 94-year-old neighbor who, when her grandson suggested taking away her car keys, said, 
“You’ll be putting a nail in my coffin.”  A license examiner once told me the hardest part of his job was disallowing 
elderly persons the privilege to drive.  He said it is especially difficult when the person lives alone and a distance 
from family and friends. This book will give you insight into many driving problems faced by senior citizens, facets 
to consider as part of your scrutiny regarding the whys in a collision.
 
Older Road Users – Myths and Realities, A Guide for Medical and Legal Professionals is available for $69 (plus 
s&h) from Lawyers & Judges Publishing Co., Tucson, AZ, (http://www.lawyersandjudges.com/index.cfm).  The 
website offers links to brief bios of each of the book’s contributors plus it lists the topics covered.  As it says at the 
website, “This book is a must for your library if you work with older drivers in any capacity.”

Joseph E. Badger is an internationally known accident reconstructionist who has had articles published in Law and Order 
Magazine, Accident Reconstruction Journal, Accident Investigation Quarterly, and others.  Mr. Badger retired after 20 years 

with the Indiana State Police and lives in Bloomington, Indiana.  Lawyers & Judges images used with permission.

Book Reviews
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CAARS Board of Directors Meeting, January 30, 2010
Davis, California

Meeting called to order at approximately 9:30 am

Present:   Vice-Chairperson: Chris Kauderer, Board Members: Sean Shimada, Dave Heinbaugh, John Crews and
   Dave Cameron

Absent:  Chairperson:  Kent E. Boots, Board Members: Jahna Beard 

Administrative Staff:  Monica Franksen (Treasurer), Kevin Cassidy (Membership), Jennifer Colunga (Newsletter Editor), Jincy
   Pace (Liaison to ACTAR)

Old Business

Review and approval of pervious board meeting minutes from June 13, 2009, and general membership meeting 
minutes from October 2, 2009:

Motion:  Dave Heinbaugh makes a motion to approve minutes from June 13, 2009. Dave Cameron seconds motion.

Vote:  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion:  Dave Cameron makes a motion to approve minutes form October 2, 2009. John Crews seconds motion.

Vote:  Motion carried unanimously.

Votes to be read into the record: (1)

New Business

Motion:  Chris Kauderer made a motion on January 11, 2010, to purchase group e-mail software; cost not to exceed
 $400. Sean Shimada seconded the motion on January 11, 2010.

Vote:  Motion carried unanimously.  Software purchased for discounted price of $279.96.

2009 Conference Review of Finances:
$22,500.00 income, $15,764.01 expenses, $6,735.99 surplus

2010 Conference:
Discussion of venue, contract, projected income and expenses, vendor reception, speakers, registration deadlines and 
room nights for conference coordinators.

Motion: Dave Heinbaugh makes a motion to approve the contract presented by Kent Boots and Chris Kauderer making
 the venue of the 2010 conference the Embassy Suites at South Lake Tahoe. Sean Shimada seconds the
 motion.

Vote:  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion: Dave Cameron makes a motion to approve John Daly as a speaker including travel stipend of $500 plus three
 room nights at the Embassy Suites.  John Crews seconds the motion.

Vote:  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion: John Crews makes a motion to approve Nathan Shigemura as speaker including travel stipend of $500 plus
 three room nights at the Embassy Suites.  Dave Heinbaugh seconds the motion.

Vote: Motion carried unanimously.

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF
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CAARS Board of Directors Meeting, January 30, 2010
Davis, California 

(Continued from Page 14)

Motion: Dave Heinbaugh makes a motion that registration fees/deadlines are $275 if received on or before 7/31/10,
 $325 if received between 8/1-8/20/10, $375 if received between 8/21-9/10/10 and $425 after 9/10/10 with
 nonmembers paying and additional $75 except at the door.  All fees must be received by 9/10/10.  Dave
 Cameron seconds the motion.

Vote:  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion: Sean Shimada makes a motion to approve three room nights for vendor coordinator and technical and
 logistical board members overseeing conference.  Dave Cameron seconds the motion.

Vote:  Motion carried unanimously.  

ACTAR:
March is annual ACTAR board of directors of meeting, Jincy is attending.  Please contact her for any 
items you wish to be discussed at meeting.

Treasurer Report (by Kent):
Bank Balance:  $21,799.05 (checking account), $505.85 (savings account).

Will work on getting budget once Monica is back.

Membership Report: 
Kevin Cassidy prepared membership numbers and renewals.  243 current members, approximately 70-75 
people not renewing annually.  Discuss setting up online renewals and flyer for distribution to departments to 
drum up new members.

Training:
Quarterly Training for first quarter is February 16, 2010, in Santa Ana & February 18, 2010, in San Jose.  
Kurt Weiss will talk about rollovers.  Signups higher in Northern CA than Southern CA.  Discussed future 
quarterly training topics—digital photography.

Policy Manual:
Discussed need to set up policies and warning system/consequences for those not following policies.  There will be 
follow up e-mails to board members to gather their input on policies regarding:  board member and administrative 
staff correspondence, board meeting attendance, mail retrieval, phone handling, membership costs/benefits and 
board of directors’ insurance coverage.

Motion: Dave Heinbaugh makes a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dave Cameron seconds the motion.

Vote: Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned.
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It is one thing to talk about what 
happened...

Imagine being able to show exactly 
what happened.

Call for a live demonstration and we will animate 
your collision!!

Call 1.888.828.0383 or visit us online at 
www.visualstatement.com

CAARS - California Association of Accident Reconstruction Specialists

Headquarters

PO Box 53536

San Jose, California 95153

www.CA2RS.com 
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